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Stay Connected and Informed with 'In Touch,' Autism
Connect's Quarterly Newsletter Bringing You the Latest
Updates, Insights, and Stories from the Autism Community.

Thank you for joining us on this journey of connection, awareness,
and empowerment within the autism community.
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April to June 2025

As we reflect on the months of April through June, | am reminded of the incredible
sense of growth, collaboration, and purpose that continues to define the Autism
Connect community. This quarter has been filled with meaningful engagement - from
classroom learning and community partnerships to family involvement and staff
development - each moment reflecting our shared commitment to creating inclusive,
supportive spaces for our learners and young adults.

Across both our Early Learning Centre and Skills & Coaching Centre, we have seen
learners blossom in confidence, communication, and independence. Our teams
continue to implement structured, person-centred programmes that recognise the
individuality of every learner, nurturing their strengths while gently supporting their
challenges. It has been inspiring to witness the continued progress in both
developmental and vocational areas, affirming the impact of consistency, care, and
collaboration.

We also celebrate the dedication of our staff - whose creativity, passion, and resilience
ensure that every day at Autism Connect is filled with meaningful opportunities for
growth and connection. Their commitment to professional development and to the
holistic well-being of our learners remains a

cornerstone of our success.

As we look ahead to the next quarter, our focus remains on strengthening partnerships
with families and the wider community. Through ongoing engagement, outreach, and
innovation, we aim to build bridges of understanding and opportunity - not just within our
centres, but throughout the broader community we proudly serve.

Thank you to our families, partners, and supporters for journeying alongside us.
Together, we continue to create pathways that celebrate potential, dignity, and

belonging.

Regards, Nicky
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April was a truly special and memorable month for all of us at Autism Connect. We kicked off
the month with World Autism Awareness and Acceptance Day on 2nd April 2025. It was a day
filled with pride, unity, and love for the autism community. To mark the occasion, we were
honoured to be invited for interviews with both CCFM and Cape Town TV, where we had the
chance to speak about the impactful work we are doing at our centre and the importance of
awareness and inclusion.
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World Autism Day
2 April 2025

Today, we proudly celebrate World Autism Acceptance Day TR ﬂ_f.ﬂﬁs_sanceémcmm |
with our autistic individuals! This day is a beacon of hope, R - W
acceptance, and inclusivity. It's a reminder that every individual AuticticWorces ML [

on the autism spectrum deserves respect, understanding, and oy
support. el

To us, acceptance means embracing and valuing the unique
perspectives, strengths, and challenges that autistic individuals
bring to the table. It means creating a society that
accommodates and celebrates neurodiversity in all its forms.
We're committed to fostering a culture of acceptance, empathy,
and empowerment. Join us in celebrating the autistic community
and promoting a world where every individual can thrive, be
themselves, and shine

Spelling our way to success!
3 April 2025

Today was an incredible
~ day! Our autistic young
adults had the
opportunity to

® participate in a Spelling
¢ to Communicate (S2C)
session with our
amazing therapists,
Karin Dick and Megan
Stevens.

We were also honoured to have Carmen Walker and her son, David Walker, join us for this
special session. Their presence added immense value to our learning experience.

A huge round of applause to Tyler Ripepi, Mohammad Hoosain Patel, and Nimreen Narker for
their fantastic efforts during the session. Your progress and enthusiasm are truly inspiring!
We're grateful for these opportunities that help our young adults grow and thrive.

Keep shining!
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Autism Connect Open Day
12 April 2025

In celebration of Autism Awareness Month, Autism Connect hosted .,
a vibrant Open Day on 12 April 2025, welcoming families,
community members, and partners to explore our centres and the
work we do. The event offered visitors an opportunity to engage
with our dedicated team, learn more about autism support and
education, and experience the nurturing environment that defines
our Early Learning and Skills Centres. Through interactive displays,
programme showcases, and sensory-friendly activities, the day
highlighted our ongoing commitment to inclusion, understanding,
and community connection.

Autism Connect presenting at UCT
7 May 2025

Our team had the privilege of presenting to a group of bright and
passionate first-year Social Work students from the University of
the Western Cape about the impactful work we do at Autism
Connect. We're grateful for platforms like these that allow us to
l share our experiences and collaborate with like-minded
organizations like Cape Mental Health. Being recognized as
trailblazers in the autism space is truly an honour. Here's to
continued partnerships and empowering change!

Autism Awareness event with CCfm
17 May 2025

Our team had the privilege of presenting to a group of bright and
passionate first-year Social Work students from the University of
the Western Cape about the impactful work we do at Autism
Connect. We're grateful for platforms like these that allow us to
share our experiences and collaborate with like-minded
organizations like Cape Mental Health. Being recognized as
trailblazers in the autism space is truly an honour. Here's to
continued partnerships and empowering change!
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Our Thrift Store!
30 May 2025

An exciting milestone! On 30 May, we launched our first official thrift
store, run by our team and supported by participants. The store
showcases donated clothing, accessories, and household items -
and more importantly, it provides real-life work experience.
Participants helped with sorting, pricing, displaying, and providing
customer service, building valuable retail and communication skills.
All proceeds support our programs, and the initiative promotes ,1 IR
sustainability and community involvement. We are incredibly proud RERIRUSRORE
of the initiative and the many hands that made it possible. A heartfelt
thank-you to all who donated, visited, and volunteered. This store is
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more than a place to shop - it’s a symbol of opportunity and o o Ao S o e
empowerment. e
Child Protection Week

2 June 2025

Starting 2 June, we observed Child Protection Week with a full week of themed workshops,
discussions, and creative activities focused on children’s rights, safety, and empowerment.
Our programming emphasized the importance of speaking up, setting boundaries, and
knowing where to turn for help. As always, our centre remains a safe space where every child
and young adult is heard, protected, and valued. This week reaffirmed our role in advocating
for the well-being and dignity of all children and special needs communities.

CCfm Career Expo
14 June 2025

Autism Connect Skills and Coaching Centre had a fantastic B =
opportunity to attend the CCFM Career Expo on 14 June. This §
event opened doors to explore diverse career paths, meet
industry professionals, and learn about vocational training
options. Engaging booths and interactive sessions helped the
public understand the steps needed to achieve their goals.
The expo was not only informative but motivating,
encouraging young people to dream big and take actionable
steps toward their futures. We’re grateful to CCFM for
facilitating this important event and to everyone who
supported our participants in preparing for and attending this
career-building experience.
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Department of Social Development visit
27 June 2025

On 27 June, we welcomed representatives from the Department of
Social Development (DSD) for an important visit. The team
observed our programme, engaged with staff and participants, and
discussed future collaboration opportunities. The visit was a
valuable opportunity to showcase our work and receive feedback
from key partners in social welfare. We are grateful for the DSD’s
support and encouragement, which strengthens our ability to
provide high-quality care and services. This visit reaffirms our
shared commitment to improving lives and building a supportive
community for everyone.

In-service Training
30 June 2025

Coaching Centre will launch a focused inservice training

= program aimed at upskilling and equipping our dedicated staff.
This training initiative is designed to enhance professional

§ growth, build capacity, and ensure our team remains at the
forefront of best practices in autism support and inclusive
education. Sessions will cover key areas such as behaviour
management, communication strategies, curriculum adaptation,
and trauma-informed care. It’s also an opportunity for team-
building and reflecting on how we can further improve our

L service delivery. By investing in our staff, we continue to invest
in the growth, well-being, and success of every learner in our

L care. Here’s to growth, learning, and continued excellence!

Find out more: Social Media:
autismconnect.org.za @) facebook.com/AutismConnectMP

(=) admin@autismconnect.org.za instagram.com/autismconnect_za
O 021569 7234 d' tiktok.com/@autismconnect65
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