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Jan to March 2025
Stay Connected and Informed with ‘In Touch,” Autism Connect'’s
Quarterly Newsletter Bringing You the Latest Updates, Insights, and
Stories from the Autism Community.
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Thank you for joining us on this journey of connection, awareness,
and empowerment within the autism community.
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Director’s Note
Nicolette Ripepi

Welcome Back

Starting 2025 at Autism Connect filled me
with excitement and anticipation! I'm
thrilled to be joining an incredible team of
passionate and dedicated individuals, all
working together to make a difference in
the lives of the children we support. As we
prepare to meet our little ones at the Early
Learning Centre, | feel truly inspired by the
opportunity to create a welcoming and
enriching environment for them. This new
year is full of promise, and I'm so grateful to
be a part of this amazing journey with such
a supportive team by my side! We would
like to use this oppportunity to welcome
the following newly appointed staff
members to the Autism Connect: Moeneeb
Gilbert (Programme Monitoring &
Implementation Manager), Raigaanah
Rhode (Daisy Class Educator) and Dianne
Goliath (Classroom Assistant). We believe
that your journey with us will be both
beneficial to you and our organisation!
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Conflict management training

17 January 2025

One of the first highlights was a training session
with, Board Member, Zaida Frank, where we
learned valuable insights into the vision and goals
of Autism Connect and how to handle conflict
managment within the organisation. We also
delved into the importance of fostering an
inclusive, supportive environment for both
students and staff.

This session gave us a strong foundation for our
role and my understanding of the organization’s
mission.

LSPID Training

21 - 22 January 2025

The team participated in curriculum training with the MSED team (LSPID), which
provided an in-depth look at the methodologies and frameworks that guide our
teaching practices. This training has been incredibly valuable as it's helped the
organisation and teaching team to refine our approach to working with our
students, ensuring we're offering them the best possible educational experience.
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First Parent meeting for 2025

25 January 2025
A significant milestone at the Autism Connect Early Learning Centre, was our first

Academic Parent Meeting, which offered an incredible opportunity to engage with
the families of our students. It was humbling to witness the close-knit community
of parents, staff, and students all working together towards a common goal -
ensuring the success and well-being of the students

s Saturday
B 25th January 2025
Autism Connect

Strandfrontein, Old Camp
Road
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Flip Flop fundraiser | " fLopg -
31 January 2025

We also hosted Flip Flop Day, which
was a fun, light-hearted event that
helped build a sense of community.
It's moments like these that
demonstrate the importance of
balancing structured learning with
moments of joy and connection.
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The month of Love!
February 2025

February at Autism Connect has been an incredibly busy but rewarding month?
We had so many fun and engaging days planned for the children, each filled wi
activities that sparked creativity and learning. Alongside the excitement in the
Early Learning Centre, we also hosted and attended several workshop training
sessions that were both informative and inspiring. These sessions allowed our
team to grow professionally and gain valuable skills to better support the families
and children we serve. It's been a month of hard work, collaboration, and making
lasting memories, and I'm so proud of everything we've accomplished together!

Nali Bali World Read Aloud Day

5 February 2025
| Bl
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At Autism Connect, we had a wonderful time observing the Nali Bali World Read
Aloud Day! It was a special occasion where we gathered to read a story aloud to
our children, creating an engaging and interactive experience. The children loved
hearing the story, and we saw so many smiles as they immersed themselves in the
characters and their adventures. It was a beautiful moment of connection,
fostering a love for storytelling and language. Celebrating this day reminded us of
the power of reading to spark imagination and bring people together! The
following book was read by Teressa Kayser - “Oaky” by Author Athol Williams

www . autismconnect .0rg.za
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Classroom Structure training

6 February 2025

On 6 February 2025, we had the privilege of attending
a Classroom Structure Training presented by our Head
of Academics, Jaden Wagner. The session was both
informative and inspiring, as Jaden walked us through
key strategies for creating a structured and supportive
learning environment. We learned practical techniques
for organizing the classroom, setting clear routines, and
implementing visual supports to enhance the learning
experience for our children. It was a valuable
opportunity for professional growth, and we left the
training feeling empowered and better equipped to
support our students in a structured and positive way.

Community Outreach

7 February 2025

The Autism Connect Community Outreach Initiativewas an opportunity to give back to
the underprivileged communities surrounding us. As a team, we handed out food
parcels and pre-loved clothing to those in need, offering support and kindness to
families who could benefit from a little extra help. It was a heartwarming and
meaningful day, and we were grateful to be able to make a positive impact on the lives
of others. This initiative reinforced our commitment to not only supporting children
with autism but also strengthening the community as a whole.

www . autismconnect .0rg.za
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Birthdays

12 February 2025
February was a month filled with joy as we celebrated several birthdays at Autism
Connect! It was wonderful to come together as a team to mark these special

occasions, creating memorable moments of laughter and happiness. From singing 2
birthday songs to enjoying delicious treats, each celebration was a reminder of ‘., > -_5 £

the amazing people we have in our community. It was a time to show ‘e
appreciation and love for our colleagues and little ones, making the month

even more memorable. We're grateful for the opportunity to celebrate life's "7

special moments together! Tt e

Behaviour management training

13 February 2025

What an amazing session
presented by our head of
behaviour management Mrs
Raigaanah Rhode. She shared
amazing insight on the value of
positive reinforcement and
understanding the importance
of positive behaviour
reinforcement.

)—) Happy Valentines Day!

14 February 2025
\\/\Ie hosted a heartwarmlng Valentine's program at Autism Connect, filled with
love, creativity, and fun! The children enjoyed engaging in themed activities,

sharing kindness, and celebrating the spirit of the day. One of the highlights was
our cupcake raffle, and we were thrilled to announce that the winner was Abdul
Muttalib! It Wa'G?BLLghtful and festive occasion, with smiles all around as we
celebrated no‘_ﬁgt VaTenyne's Day, but the joy of being together as a community.
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Our team

At Autism Connect, we're proud to have a team of dedicated, passionate, and
experienced individuals who work tirelessly to support our students and families.
Let's take a moment to meet the staff who make Autism Connect such a special
place.

Leadership Team
« Nicolette Ripepi, Director and Visionary - “The heart and soul of Autism Connect”
« Moeneeb Gilbert, Programme & Implementation Manager - “Driving change and
excellence every day”

Academic Team

 Raigaanah Rhode, Head of Discipline & Head Teacher of the Daisy Class -
"Guiding our students with kindness and compassion”
Jaden Wagner, Head of Academics & Head Teacher of the Lily Class -
“Inspiring young minds to reach their full potential”
Teressa Kayser, Head of Excursions and Head Teacher of the Violet Class -
"Creating unforgettable experiences for our students”
Dorothy Pietersen, Pre-Vocational Head and Head Teacher of the Tulips Class -
"Empowering our students to reach their goals”

Support Team

. Triston Allie, Head of Sports - "Encouraging our students to be their best selves
through sports”

« Salome Davids, Ann Titus, and Dianne Goliath, Classroom Assistants - “Providing
love, care, and support to our students every day”

- Devandre Goliath, Housekeeping - “Keeping our school clean and tidy with a
smile”

. Gavin Malan, Groundsman - “Maintaining our beautiful grounds with pride”

For more info visit
www . autismconnect.org.za
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Team building

17 to 21 February 2025

We had an exciting lineup of team-building initiatives in February that brought us
closer and boosted morale! Staff Gratitude Day gave us a chance to share
appreciation through heartfelt messages and thoughtful gestures.

Anything But a Bag Day added a fun twist as we arrived
with everything from baskets to suitcases, sparking
laughter all around. Sunglasses Day brought style and
sunshine to our workday, spreading positivity with
everyone's favorite shades. These moments of fun,
connection, and creativity reminded us just how special
our team really is.

Ramadan Mubarak!

March 2025

As the blessed month of Ramadan begins, we:
extend our heartfelt wishes to our stydents
and their families observing this sacred time. :
May this period of fasting, reflection, and
spiritual growth bring you ptace, joy, and

deeper connections with your loved ones. WeX
pray that the blessings of Ramadan fill your
hearts and homes with love, kindness, and
compassion. Ramadan Mubarak!

www . autismconnect. org.ZzZa
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Observing Lent
March 2025

As the season of Lent begins, we extend our warmest wishes
to our students and their families observing this sacred time.
May this period of reflection, sacrifice, and spiritual growth
bring you peace, joy, and deeper connections with your loved
ones. We pray that the blessings of Lent fill your hearts and
homes with love, kindness, and compassion. Wishing you all a
meaningful and enriching Lenten season!

International Womens Day

8 March 2025

At Autism Connect, we proudly observed International
Women's Day, celebrating the incredible women who
inspire and empower us every day. We took the opportunity
to honour the women in our community - staff, parents,
caregivers, and advocates—whose strength, dedication, and
compassion make a lasting impact on the lives of those
around them. It was a day of reflection, gratitude, and
recognition of the important contributions women make in
the world of autism, and beyond. Together, we continue to
support, uplift, and celebrate each other.

Book Character day

14 March 2025

We had a fantastic time celebrating Book Character Day!
Children and staff dressed as their favourite book
characters, bringing stories to life in a fun-filled day of  §i
colourful costumes, laughter, and imagination. The event §§
sparked creativity, encouraged a love for reading, and
deepened the children’s connection to storytelling and
learning — a joyful celebration of books and the power of
imagination!
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Sports Day

28 March 2025

We hosted our highly anticipated annual Sports Day at Strandfontein Sports Field,
and it was a day full of excitement and team spirit! The event brought together
children, families, and staff for a fun-filled day of games, friendly competition, and
physical activities. From races to relay events, everyone had the chance to
participate, cheer, and celebrate each other's achievements. It was a beautiful day
that not only promoted physical activity and teamwork but also highlighted the
importance of community and inclusion. A memorable and uplifting experience for all!

Ursula Pietersen farewell

31 March 2025

We bade a heartfelt farewell to Ursula Pietersen, a
longstanding and cherished member of our team. Ursula
has been an integral part of our community, dedicating
her time, energy, and passion to supporting children and
families. Her unwavering commitment and kindness have
made a lasting impact on all of us. The farewell was filled
with gratitude, shared memories, and heartfelt messages,
as we celebrated her incredible contributions. While we
will deeply miss her, we wish Ursula all the best in her
future endeavours and thank her for everything she has
done for Autism Connect.

www . autismconnect .0rg.za
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NATIONAL LOTTERIES COMMISSION FORWARD SA

L 0 T T 0 F U N D E D Securing quality food. Nourishing lives.
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