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Stay Connected and Informed with 'In Touch,' Autism Connect's
Quarterly Newsletter Bringing You the Latest Updates, Insights, and
Stories from the Autism Community.

Thank you for joining us on this journey of connection, awareness, and
empowerment within the autism community.
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Director’'s Note
Nicolette Ripepi i ¢

Reflections on Term 3 .

As this term comes to an end we would like to thank our partners and
stakeholders in walking this path with us.

It's never easy working in this sector as we are the most underresourced sector
and always on the backend of received services. As | write this note I'm reminded
of our resilience and steadfastness to deliver on our promise to our parents our
children we so deeply care for that we have the resolve to continue to deliver an
excellent service to our beneficiaries.
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10 Years of Service:

Celebrating Programme Manager Ursula Pietersen
4 July 2024
= !J Reflecting on a remarkable journey, this year marked
!J“ my 10th year Service at Autism Connect. Reaching

this milestone has filled me with immense pride and

gratitude for the incredible experiences and

achievements along the way. The past decade has

7, been both challenging and rewarding. Each day has
brought new opportunities to make a difference in

the lives of our learners, and their families. The

W growth and progress we've made together are truly

heartening. To celebrate this special occasion, the

. staff at AC arranged a supprise and heartwarming

celebration. It was a wonderful time to reflect on our

collective achievements and the positive impact

. we've made. The event featured speeches, a

presentation showcasing our journey, and heartfelt

2 messages from those we've had the privilege to

| support. As | look forward to the future, | remain

committed to continuing our mission, fostering.

“#8% Thank you once again Autism Connect.

G

In-Service Training

5 July 2024

The AC staff kicked off the new term with a week of in-service training,
culminating in a team-building event. The team tackled the challenging Jacob's
Ladder, a powerful experience that encouraged everyone to support each other
through each step. It was an inspiring journey and a true workout for all! They
wrapped up the day with a delicious lunch and laughter at Spur restaurant. A big
thank you to Nicolette and the Board for making this day possible. We're excited to
welcome our learners back on Monday, with our new term motto: Presume
Competence.
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Mandela Day

18 July 2024

The Mandela Day Campaign message encourages people to use 67 minutes of
their time to support a chosen charity or serve in their local community. We want
to thank Blue Turtle Technologies for choosing Autism Connect for all the much-
needed resources received! On behalf of all the learners we wish to thank you also
for the yummy snacks received. The smile on their faces says ot all!

CSPID Training

23 July 2024

Autism can have a huge impacton a
child’s learning experience, affecting
their ability to process instruction
and develop language and
communication skills. When
educators are able to understand
autism barriers to learning, they can
adopt strategies to help their autistic
learners to overcome these barriers.
Thank you CSPID team for the
informative and empowering
training!
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Grandparents Day

29 July 2024

Grandparents Day at Autism Connect celebrated the invaluable contributions of
grandparents to families, honoring both those present and those no longer with
us. Grandparents joined their grandchildren in class, enjoyed tea with freshly
baked treats, and participated in rock painting.

Thank you to everyone who attended or stood in the gap for our first Grandparents
Day. Your love and support play a vital role in shaping your grandchildren'’s lives,
and your visit brought priceless smiles and joy. We deeply appreciate your
dedication and the positive impact you have on their growth.

Grandparents Rock!

New OT

5 August 2024

Our new Occupational Therapist, Kayla Smith, began
assessing learners on the 5th of August. During her first week,
she conducted group assessments, and in the second week,
she developed intervention plans for the Violet and Lily
classes. Her plans were incredibly helpful and informative.

Women's Day
9 August 2024

August is Women's Month, and we are
excited to celebrate and recognize Teacher
Teressa as our Employee and Educator

of the Month! Her unwavering dedication,
passion for her work, and commitment to
creating an engaging and supportive learning
environment have not gone unnoticed.

On Women'’s Day, 9th August 2024, our staff marked the occasion with a delightful
brunch, a fun photo shoot, and a relaxing pamper session. Nicolette also shared
an encouraging message from the Bible, inspiring everyone. It was a wonderful
celebration, and the staff thoroughly enjoyed the day!

www . autismconnect.org.za



A

LEARNING CENTRE

July to September 2024

Baseline Assessments
12 to 14 August 2024
New baseline assessments were conducted on the 12th, 13th, and 14th of August

2024, followed by a parent feedback meeting. The meeting was a success, and all
the newly assessed learners have officially joined the Learning Centre.

Intellectual Disability Training

August 2024

Adea and Ursula successfully completed online training on Intellectual Disability,
provided by WCFID, and were awarded their certificates.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

14 September 2024

Autism Connect Annual General Meeting was held on the 14th September 2024.
On behalf of Autism Connect, the Board, Management and Staff, we would like to
extend our gratitude to our stakeholders, AC parents and friends for your presence
at our Annual General Meeting today. Your time, insights, and active participation
made the meeting productive and meaningful. Your ongoing support and
involvement are invaluable to the success and future of Autism Connect. We look
forward to continuing this journey together, and we appreciate your commitment
to our shared goals. Thank you once again for your engagement and contributions
to all those who have attended. As the Board we also wish to express our
disappointment in the poor attendance of this important meeting. We hope in

future that more parents will attend this very important meeting.
L N F F I # L : -
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Playshed Excursion

26 September 2024 T

AC learners went on excursion to Playshed
today which was indeed the highlight! A place
where the fun certainly never ends! What a PI_AY
perfect place, a safe environment for our
learners, which allows for large movement such ;
as cllmblng, runnlng and explorlng all areas

thank our drivers, GIen and Tony for driving us
safely to the place and back.

Dates to diarise
November 2024

26 November 2024 - ISP Meetings

December 2024

3 to 5 December 2024 - Annual parent roundtable meetings

7 December 2024 - Wonderland Sensory concert at Strandfontein
Community Hall

13 December 2024 - Centre closed

January 2025

15 January 2025 - Centre reopens

www . autismconnect.org.za
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Thank You to Sponsors

oBc FP0
NATIONAL LOTTERIES COMMISSION Fo RWARD SA

LOTTO FUNDED Securing quality food. Nourishing lives.

Support our Building Project

Autism Connect needs your financial help.
Please support our plan to build a state-of-the-art
p ﬁ U J E E Tl autism-specific learning facility. Your donations
' will directly fund the construction, equipment,
I“ 6 U U and staffing needed to make this a reality.
: Every contribution, no matter the size,
makes a huge difference.

Thank you for your support.

Find out more:

autismconnect.org.za
@ admin@autismconnect.org.za
O 021 569 7234 Press 1 for Learning Centre




